
Generation to Generation 

Forecaster 

October 2016 Volume 28, Number 10 

In This Issue: 
 

•Generation to  
Generation 

 

•For the Next  
Generation 

 

•Worship—Letters to 
Timothy: Life in 
Christian  
Community 

 

•Calendar 
 

•UMM Swiss Steak  
Dinner 

 

•Mission: Change a 
Child’s Story 

 

•Nominations for  
Leadership Board & 
Financial Update 

 

•Leadership Board    
Report 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

2017 Annual Giving and  
Building Fund Appeal 

 
Salem’s $2.2 million building project 
is complete, thanks be to God. Along 
with the building of our new facility, 
our original three-year capital 
campaign, Salem Rising, is coming to 
an end. We still owe about $1.1 
million, and we pay about $7,000 
each month. Therefore, we are 
beginning a new capital campaign, 
Generation to Generation. 
 
Our capital campaign is an 
opportunity for all members and 
friends of Salem to grow in faith and 
generosity. The goals for our 
Generation to Generation Appeal 
include two purposes and two 
commitments. We are asking 
everyone to prayerfully consider: 
 a one-year commitment to the 

2017 Annual Giving Fund, and 
 a three-year commitment (2017-

2019) to our Building Fund, over 
and above annual giving. 

Most of all, please keep Salem in your 
prayers as we focus on preparing 
Salem for the next generation! 
 
We’re focusing on this appeal during 
the month of October. Here are some 
important dates: 
 
Sunday, October 2 
This is our appeal Kick-Off Sunday. 

Sunday, October 16 
Invitation to Prayer and Commitment 
Sunday. You will receive your appeal 
packet in worship. 
 
Sunday, October 30 
Commitment Sunday and Special 
Fellowship Event. You are invited to 
bring your commitments to dedicate 
to God’s glory in worship. 
 
Sunday, November 20 
Celebration Sunday announcing 
appeal results! 
 
This appeal also helps us practice our 
stewardship. The word “steward,” 
translated from the Greek New 
Testament word oikonomous, literally 
means “manager of the household.” 
We are stewards, managers of God’s 
household. With whatever the Lord 
entrusts to us, we are to care for it, 
manage it, be fruitful, and make good 
things happen. Further, because 
everything belongs to God, it is vital 
that we listen to what God tells us to 
do, so we are managing God’s 
household as God desires. 

 

Learn more about Generation to 
Generation on the next page! 
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we plant 

 a tree 
not for this 
generation, 

but for 
the next 

generation  

John Louk, Pastor 
 

For the Next Generation 

parent. Many people have gone before 
us. Again, we stand on their shoulders. 
And others will follow us and stand on 
our shoulders. Our faith is passed on 
from generation to generation. 

So we’re asking everyone to make a 
pledge to our Annual Giving Fund as well 
as to our Building Fund. This is one of 
the ways we can plant a tree for the next 
generation. More than a century ago, 
the people of Salem did that for us today 
when they built and paid for the 
downtown building that was destroyed 
in the 2008 flood. Even though that 
building was lost, what we received from 
them has allowed us to be where we are 
today in a $2.5 million facility. 

Of course, we know the church is not the 
building; it’s the people. The facility, 
however, is an important tool we use as 
disciples of Jesus Christ for God’s 
kingdom in the world. It is a mission 
outpost, an embassy, an island of one 
culture in the midst of another culture. It 
already is and will be a big, strong, 
beautiful, fruitful, shady tree. 

I remember, in February of 2015, we 
walked from the worship space in the 
original “ark” building into our new 
facility. We wrote prayers and blessings 
on the floor of the new sanctuary and 
narthex before the new carpeting was 
laid down. We walk on those prayers 
and blessings every week. They are 
woven into the fabric of our life together 
and for the world. 

The people who come after us will walk 
on the foundation of those prayers and 
blessings too. They will stand for as long 
as this building stands and beyond. 

Now it’s our turn to do all we can to 
leave a legacy for another generation. 

 

Grace and peace to you, 

John Louk 

There is a tale found in the Talmud, the 
compendium of Jewish civil and 
ceremonial law and legend, about Honi 
the Wise One. When he saw something 
that puzzled him he would ask questions 
so he could unravel the mystery. 

“One day, Honi the Wise One was 
walking on the road and saw a man 
planting a carob tree. Honi asked the 
man, ‘How long will it take for this tree 
to bear fruit?’ The man replied, ‘Seventy 
years.’ Honi then asked the man, ‘And 
do you think you will live another 
seventy years and eat the fruit of this 
tree?’ The man answered, ‘Perhaps not. 
However, when I was born into this 
world, I found many carob trees planted 
by my father and grandfather. Just as 
they planted trees for me, I am planting 
trees for my children and grandchildren 
so they will be able to eat the fruit of 
these trees.’” 

We reap the fruit of trees planted 
before we were even born. Our 
ancestors planted and tended trees for 
us. Likewise, when we plant trees, we do 
it for those who follow us. When we 
plant an acorn, we know it takes many 
years to grow a great oak tree.  

This is the idea behind our new capital 
campaign, Generation to Generation. 
We plant a tree not for this generation, 
but for the next generation. That is, 
what we do here and now at Salem is for 
the next generation. We stand on the 
shoulders of those who went before us. 
Others will follow us and stand on our 
shoulders. 

In worship, our Letters to Timothy series 
fits very well with this focus. The Apostle 
Paul tells young Timothy, “I am 
reminded of your sincere faith, a faith 
that lived first in your grandmother Lois 
and your mother Eunice and now, I am 
sure, lives in you.” (2 Timothy 1:5) 

Many of us are Christians because of our 
grandparents or parents or a spiritual 



In October we celebrate our Generation to Generation capital campaign appeal. As we 
do, we continue our series on Paul’s letters to Timothy in the New Testament, 
specifically turning to the second letter. Paul tells Timothy, “I am reminded of your 
sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice 
and now, I am sure, lives in you.” (2 Timothy 1:5) 

Many of us are Christians because of our 
grandparents or parents or a spiritual parent. Many 
people have gone before us. We stand on their 
shoulders. And others will follow us and stand on our 
shoulders. Our faith is passed on from generation to 
generation. The liturgical color for this season is 
green, symbolizing growth in Christ. Come and 
worship! 

 

Oct 2 Letters to Timothy: Life in Christian Community 
 Lamentations 1:1-6 The Deserted City 
 Psalm 137   Lament over the Destruction of Jerusalem 
 2 Timothy 1:1-14 Guard the Good Treasure Entrusted to You 
 Luke 17:5-10  Sayings of Jesus 
 Holy Communion (World Communion Sunday) 
 

Oct 9 Letters to Timothy: Life in Christian Community 
 Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 Jeremiah’s Letter to the Exiles in Babylon 
 Psalm 66:1-12  Praise for God’s Goodness to Israel 
 2 Timothy 2:(1-7)8-15 Suffering for the Gospel (Exhortations to Endurance) 
 Luke 17:11-19  Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers 
 

Oct 16 Letters to Timothy: Life in Christian Community (Laity Sunday) 
 Jeremiah 31:27-34 A New Covenant 
 Psalm 119:97-104  The Glory of God’s Law 
 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 All Scripture Is Inspired by God 
 Luke 18:1-8  The Parable of the Widow and the Unjust Judge 
 Holy Communion 
 

Oct 23 Letters to Timothy: Life in Christian Community 
 Joel 2:23-32  God’s Response and Promise 
 Psalm 65   Thanksgiving for Earth’s Bounty 
 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 I Have Fought the Good Fight 
 Luke 18:9-14  The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 
 

Oct 30 Letters to Timothy: Life in Christian Community 
 Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 The Prophet’s Complaint and God’s Reply 
 Psalm 119:137-144 The Glory of God’s Law 
 2 Timothy 4:9-22 Do Your Best to Come to Me Soon 

Luke 19:1-10  Jesus and Zacchaeus 
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Worship—Letters to Timothy: Life in Christian Community 

Come and Worship! 

Sundays  

9 AM—Contemporary 

11 AM—Traditional 
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October 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 Ordinary Time 
   Generation to  
   Generation Appeal  
   Kick-Off/World  
   Communion Sunday 

9 AM Contemporary      

  Worship 

9 AM Lectionary Class 

10 AM Fellowship 

10:10 AM Sunday 
  School 

11 AM Traditional  
  Worship 

3 

 

4 

9:30 AM Staff Meeting 

9:30 AM Prayer Room 

6:30 PM Tuesday Night  
  Bible Study 

5 

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

6:15 PM Youth Group 

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 

6 

 

7 

 

1 

         8 AM UM Men’s  
            Breakfast 

 

8 

9 Ordinary Time 

9 AM Contemporary      
  Worship 

9 AM Lectionary Class 

10 AM Fellowship 

10:10 AM Sunday 
  School 

11 AM Traditional  
  Worship 

12:30 PM Women’s Care  

10 

11:30 AM Golden Links 

11 

6:30 PM Tuesday Night  
  Bible Study 

12 

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

5 PM Ministry Teams  
  Meeting 

6 PM Salem Son Walkers  
  Emmaus Reunion Group 

6:15 PM Youth Group 

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 

13 

9:30 AM UMW Sarah  
  Circle 

5:55 PM UMW Rachel 
  Circle 

14 15 

 

16 Ordinary Time 

      Distribution Appeal 

      Packets 

9 AM Contemporary      

  Worship 

9 AM Lectionary Class 

10 AM Fellowship 

10:10 AM Sunday 
  School 

11 AM Traditional  

17 

 

October Forecaster  

articles due to  

church office 

18 

9:30 AM Prayer Room 

5:15 PM Leadership  
  Board 

6:30 PM Tuesday Night  
  Bible Study 

19 

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

6:15 PM Youth Group 

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 

20 

5 PM UM Men’s Swiss  

  Steak Supper 

21 

 

22 

 

23 Ordinary Time 

9 AM Contemporary      
  Worship 

9 AM Lectionary Class 

10 AM Fellowship 

10:10 AM Connecting  
  Point 

10:10 AM Sunday 
  School 

11 AM Traditional  
  Worship 

24 25 

12:30 PM Cards &  
  Fellowship 

6:30  PM Tuesday Night  
  Bible Study 

26 

10 AM Wednesday  
  Morning Bible Study 

6 PM Salem Son Walkers  
  Emmaus Reunion Group 

6:15 PM Youth Group 

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 

27 

 

28 

Trunk or Treat Set Up 

29 

6 PM Trunk or Treat 

30 Ordinary Time 

      Commitment Sunday 

9 AM Contemporary      
  Worship 

9 AM Lectionary Class 

10 AM Special Fellowship 
  Event 

10:10 AM Sunday 
  School 

11 AM Traditional  
  Worship 

31     Salem Office hours: 

Monday—Thursday 

9 AM to 4 PM 

(closed holidays) 



Birthdays: 
1 Sandy Adreasen 
2 Jill Tunis 
2 Ed Nellans 
2 Ginger McCarty 
2 Carter Schooley 
2 Catelyn Schooley 
3 Raul Salazar 
4 Taylor Lauderdale 
5 Roberta Carver 
5 Dave Higdon 
5 Cheryl Davis 
5 Jessica Schilling 
7 Joe Freeman 
8 Kristin Jacobus 
9 Larry Schooley 
11 Judy Sisco 
11 Roy Livermore 
13 David Fritz 
16 Harold Wischmeyer 
18 Ronda Drahozal 
19 Christine Rand 
20 Dolores Cross 
20 Joni Salazar 
20 Melissa Cashen 
21 Robert Jayne 
22 Richard Dusil 
24 Cooper Sanborn 
24 Tessa Sanborn 

Page 5 

October Birthdays and Anniversaries  

26 Evie Schultz 
26 Gary Sweet 
26 Nan Livingston 
27 Carolyn Jarvis 
28 Mary Stransky 
29 Barbara Harrison 
29 Nora Dunnwald 
31 Teresa Janda 
 
 
Anniversaries: 
4 Deb & Rick Black 
6 Dolly & Scott Akers 
7 Deborah Curson Vieira & Paul Vieira 
9 Sharon & Louis Busch 
9 Jody & Max Link 
11 Josh & Jessica Schilling 
12 Lori & Jim Ballentine 
16 Melissa & Joe Jacobus 
23 Cynthia & Greg Johnson 
24 Mary & Max Stransky 
24 Patricia & Kevin Sanborn 

If you have an open midday  
schedule, come join your church 
friends for Cards and Fellowship! Every 
last Tuesday of the month we meet in  
Fellowship Hall at 12:30 PM for a  
delicious potluck lunch, a short devo-
tional, and lively board games and 
cards. This month we meet October 
25. We would love to see you then! 

All Are Invited to Cards and Fellowship  

If you are looking for a way to help, 
but don’t have a lot of extra time, 
Sally Minger is looking for volunteers 
to help provide meals for our friends 
at Salem who need a break once they 

Do You Enjoy Cooking? Your Help is Needed! 

get out of the hospital. She tries to 
rotate names, so as not to be a burden 
to anyone. Please contact Sandy at 
sailing2@mchsi.com or 319-651-5140. 
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United Methodist Women    Sharon Busch, President  

Sarah Circle will meet Thursday, 
October 13, at 9:30 AM, in Fellowship 
Hall. Hostess is Marilyn Schade. 
Lesson is: A Purpose Filled Community 
Bible Study; John 14:18-26 helps look 
at how women are a “creative 
supportive community.”  

Rachel Circle will 
meet on Thursday, 
October 13 at 5:55 
PM for fun, 
fellowship, and 
something chocolate. 
Our Joyce Meyer 
study is Living in 
Financial Freedom.  

This month’s United Methodist Men’s 
breakfast is scheduled for Saturday, 
October 1, at 8 AM in Fellowship Hall. 
All men are invited! RSVP to Jeff Cook 
at 393-9180.  

United Methodist Men                           Mark Minger  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treat yourself and your family to a 
delicious homemade meal, of Swiss 
steak, baked potatoes, salad, dessert 

and beverages, all the while, 
supporting missions!  

The United Methodist Men of 
Salem are hosting a Swiss Steak 
Dinner! Come to Fellowship Hall on 
Thursday, October 20 , 5-7 PM. 
Adults $8.50; children under 12 
$4.25. 

Invite your friends! All proceeds go 
to missions. 

Women’s Care Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Care Group meets 
monthly to encourage and care for 
one another, and to extend that 
care beyond the walls of Salem.  

All women are invited to our next 
gathering on Sunday, October 9, at 
12:30 PM, in Fellowship Hall. We 
will have a potluck meal, fellow-
ship, and uplifting encouragement.  
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It’s hard to believe, but Christmas is 
just around the corner! Ladies, 
please mark your calendars for 
Sunday, December 4, for our 2nd 
Annual Advent Christmas Tea, 

“Traditions of Christmas.” 
Watch for more details in the 
weeks to come. Call Kathy 
Wickham at 362-9429 with 
questions.  

Ladies, Mark Your Calendars 

Thank you to our church family who 
supported us in prayers, cards, and 
phone calls during the time of 
surgery on Kay’s back and recovery 
time.  

In Christ’s Love, 
Don & Kay Feldmann 

Gratitude 

Thank you to my church family at 
Salem United Methodist for your 
prayers, thoughts, cards, calls, and 
food during my recent heart 
procedure.  

It was comforting to have John Louk 
at my bedside to pray with us. Thanks 
to Joan Erbe and Dave Higdon who 
sat with my family and prayed with 
them. See you at church. 

Josie Lanz 

Change a Child’s Story is an initiative 
former Bishop Julius C. Trimble and 
the Iowa United Methodist Churches 
started in 2015. The goal is to give 
one million books to children in pov-
erty, and read one million hours to  
children in poverty by June 2017.   

A few from Salem volunteered last 
year at several schools around Cedar 
Rapids, but more are needed. Pick a 
school that your children, or grand-
children attend, or the closest neigh-
borhood school. Contact Joni Salazar 
(319-573-3943) or Evelyn Prasil  
(319-366-3683), and they will contact 
the school for you. The school will 
match you with a child that needs 
help with reading skills. You will also 
have a chance to read a book to 
them too.  

Mission: Change a Child’s Story   Joni Salazar 

One hour a week or one hour a 
month, it all makes a difference in a 
child’s future. This is a win-win op-
portunity! Wouldn’t it be great to 
help a child in need in our own com-
munity?  Make that commitment 
today!  
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Financial Update through August 31   Linda Curson 

Operating Budget: 

As of August 31, Salem’s income to support the operational budget was $4,948 higher 
than expenses. In 2016, we will be paying 50% of the apportionment categories of 
Conference Ministries and Conference Missions and 100% of the apportionment  
categories of District Asking and General Church. It is the intent of the Leadership 
Board to increase our apportionment giving each year until we are again paying 100% 
of all categories.   

Capital Campaign giving update: 

Through August 31, we have collected $378,714 of the $405,000 pledged for the  
Salem Rising Campaign. This is an average of $11,677 per month. If we continue at 
this giving trend through the end of the year, we will have collected over 100% of our 
pledged amount.  Praise the Lord!   

All Golden-Agers Welcome! 
Golden Links will meet 11:30 AM,  
Monday, October 10, at Pizza 
Ranch, 2450 Westdale Dr. SW. Joan 
Erbe will give the program. Call Jeff 
Cook (393-9180), Judy Thomas (390
-6574) or Dick Talbott (247-9919) 
for info. 

Nominations for the Leadership Board 

Do you know someone in the congregation who would do a good job serving on our 
Leadership Board? Nominations are welcome and being accepted until the middle of 
October. Please contact Pastor John Louk (319-362-6178 or 
johnlouk@salemchurchcr.com) to submit a name. All persons nominated must meet 
the following expectations: 

1. Be engaged in the life and mission of the congregation including being 
active and effective in front line ministry. 

2. Be inspired by and committed to the mission (to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world) and the vision 
(connecting people/building community/transforming lives/through 
Jesus) of the church. 

3. Be invested as a member of the church, participating in the life of the 
congregation with prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. 

4. Be willing to develop one’s faith and biblical knowledge. 
5. Be willing to commit the necessary time for the work of the Leader-

ship Board including attending monthly meetings (2-3 hours); review-
ing of materials, preparing, and completing outside work (potentially 
1-6 hours each month); and performing other responsibilities or ad-
dressing issues that arise. 

6. Maintain a healthy environment in the church with self and others. 
We encourage face-to-face conversations for important issues. 
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Trustees – The Trustees are 
getting bids for a storage area in 
Fellowship Hall for tables and 
chairs. After surveying usage for 
several Sundays, the 
determination was made that 
we have adequate handicapped 
parking at this time. A church 
clean-up day will be held on 
September 24 at Salem. (This 
clean-up day was subsequently 
postponed to allow church 
members to help prepare Cedar 
Rapids for the flood.) We will try 
to keep the cattails growing on 
the property as part of our 
landscaping plan. Pastor Louk provided an update on our 
recovery efforts from the lighting strike on August 23 that 
affected many of our electronic devices. Acoustic tiles for 
the sanctuary have been installed and RDI will fine-tune 
our sound quality in that area. 
 

SPRC – Kyle Martin has been hired as the new custodian; 
Lorrie Prasil-Holcomb will provide training for him. The 
LB completed the S/PPRC Appointment Advisory 
Consultation Form for the 2017 Appointment Year 
confirming that “We believe it is in the best interest of 
the church’s mission for our present clergy to be 
returned for another year.” 
 

Closing – Anna Dunnwald closed with prayer. The 
meeting adjourned at 8:13 PM.  

Report of the Leadership Board                           Meeting Notes 9-20-16 

Following the subcommittee meetings at 5:15 PM, the 
full board met at 5:50 PM. LB Chair Anna Dunnwald 
opened with prayer and led the meeting. Troy Oltman 
and Charlie Thomas shared their faith experience 
testimonies. 
 

Goals Update – The ministry team leaders have been 
meeting regularly and sharing ways the teams can work 
together. The Participation Team is continuing to 
develop their ministry. Apportionment payments are on 
track with the church’s 2016 payment goal. 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Linda Curson reported on the 
income and expenses for this year (January-August). 
The church is “in the black” and the finances continue 
to be in good order. An update on the church’s finances 
will be included in an upcoming newsletter. Our 
apportionment for 2017 is $40,527, which is $688 less 
than our apportionment for 2016. Linda Curson has 
agreed to continue as the church treasurer for the time 
being. She will work to document procedures and then 
mentor the next treasurer. Donna Borntrager has 
started the 2015 audit.  
 

Nominations and Leadership Development – Rick Lindo 
has asked to step down from the Leadership Board. The 
LB will fill this vacancy along with the next class of LB 
members for terms beginning in January. Suggestions 
for nominations may be made to Pastor Louk. 
 

Three Year Capital Campaign – Plans are underway for 
a three-year capital campaign, to begin next after the 
Salem Rising Building fund campaign has concluded. 
The theme of the campaign is Generation to Generation 
and the kickoff is scheduled for October 2. The 
campaign schedule includes an introductory postcard to 
be sent out to the congregation the last week of 
September, commitment packets (both for the three 
year campaign and for annual giving) to be distributed 
October 16, and Commitment Sunday to be held on 
October 30. The results of the campaign will be shared 
and celebrated with the congregation on November 20. 
 

Fall Church Conference – The annual church conference 
is tentatively scheduled for November 7. The LB worked 
on reports that need to be filed in conjunction with the 
conference including the Mission and Ministry Plan and 
the church’s goals for 2017. 
 



 

 

  9:00 AM  Contemporary Worship   Sanctuary 

  9:00 AM  Lectionary Class    Lower Level Room 6 

10:00 AM  Fellowship Time   Fellowship Hall 

10:10 AM  Sunday School     Lower Level 

11:00 AM  Traditional Worship   Sanctuary 

 

Nursery for infants through 4-year-olds is available on the Lower Level  

during worship services and Sunday School. 

 

Salem Office hours: Monday—Thursday 9 AM to 4 PM 

(closed standard holidays) 

October 2016 Forecaster 

3715 33rd Avenue SW 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52404 
 

319-362-6178 

office@salemchurchcr.com 

www.salemchurchcr.com 

www.facebook.com/salem.cr 
  

RETURN SERVICE  

    REQUESTED  

Salem’s Sunday Morning Schedule  

Salem’s mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
“connecting people, building community, transforming lives through Jesus” 


